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less than three quarters of an hour.
About noon we took olf. Part of this flight was
again extremely difficult. The hcavv plane could not
climb high enough, and it uas hot and extremely
rough in the air, Farther north we entered into a /one
of heavy forest hies which made conditions still worse.
Gradualh. however, as we used gas, we were able to
climb higher and after reaching about 5,000 feet the
conditions of flight became reasonably good. About
four o'clock we observed a stream of petrol spurt-
ing from behind the left outboard engine. While
Lieutenant l^tvrov handled the controls, I climbed
out to the engine. AH four small screws holding the
top of the carburettor had worked loose, two of them
having fallen off. The petrol was streaming from the
circular slot below the cover. I turned the two re-
maining screws as tight as possible, which cut off the
leak, and returned to the cabin* happy to have another
proof of the value of the basic theory of the large
planes which we were trying so hard to introduce*
About 5 p.m., wre saw ahead of us the well-known black
spot on the horizon, and soon afterwards we were fly-
ing over Petrcgrad. Tired but happy, I landed on the
familiar runway of the military airport,
The i ,600 mile flight proved conclusively the value
of large multi-motored aeroplanes. Even our mishaps
helped to substantiate claims that had been made for
the large ship. The Army placed an order for ten
fourcrtgined aeroplanes of the ** Ilia Mourometz " type
and the factory personnel was overjoyed by this final
approval of the results of two years of hard work.
In the middle of July, I made a trip to Libava
where the " Ilia Mourontetz " No. i was being mounted